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SUBJECT: STRIKE OF THE BREMEN METAL WORKERS UNION 

1. SUMMARY - AFTER THE DECISION TAKEN BY EUGEN LODERER (CHAIRMAN) 
AND THE BOARD OF THE GERMAN METAL WORKERS UNION IN HAMBURG ON 
MARCH 4, 1974, ALMOST 57,000 BREMEN AND BREMERHAVEN METAL WORKERS 
IN 57 BREMEN PLANTS WILL STRIKE STARTING MARCH 6, AT 6 A.M. 

IT WILL BE THE FIRST STRIKE IN THE BREMEN METAL WORKING 
INDUSTRY SINCE 1953. 

2. LAST WEEK, IN A 2-DAY UNION VOTE, 93.8 PERCENT OF THE UNION 
MEMBERS ENTITLED TO VOTE DECLARED THEMSELVES IN FAVOR OF 
STRIKING. ORIGINALLY THE BREMEN METAL WORKERS UNION HAD ASKED 
FOR AN 18 PERCENT WAGE AND SALARY INCREASE, I.E. THE HIGHEST 
INCREASE IN THIS YEAR'S COLLECTIVE BARGAINING ROUND IN THE FRG. 

THE PROPOSITION OF THE MEDIATOR TO INCREASE SALARIES AND WAGES 
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BY THE UNION. HOWEVER, IT WAS REJECTED BY THE EMPLOYERS WHO 
ARE OFFERING AN 1 1 PERCENT WAGE INCREASE RETROACTIVE TO JANUARY 
1, AND A SUPPLEMENTAL 2 PERCENT INCREASE STARTING IN NOVEMBER 
1974, PLUS AN INCREASE IN VACATION PAY FROM 30 PERCENT TO 
50 PERCENT OF A MONTH'S SALARY. THE HOURLY WAGE OF BREMEN METAL 
WORKERS WOULD, IF THE 1 1 PERCENT INCREASE WERE GRANTED, INCREASE 
FROM DM 5.88 TO DM 6.53 AND IN NOVEMBER TO DM 6.64. 

3. IT IS LIKELY THAT ECONOMICS SENATOR JANTZEN WILL OFFER 
HIMSELF AS A MEDIATOR ON WEDNESDAY AFTER THE STRIKE HAS BEGUN. 
IN AN INTERVIEW WITH THE LARGEST BREMEN NEWSPAPER, THE WESER 
KURIER, HE SAID THAT THE QUOTE INITIAL MEDIATION COULD TAKE 
PLACE AT THE END OF THIS WEEK UNQUOTE. HE DOES NOT PLAN TO 
INTERVENE NOW BECAUSE OF THE LARGE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE TWO 
PARTIES. 

4. THE EMPLOYERS HAVE SAID THAT THEY WILL NOT GIVE IN TO THE 
STRIKERS' DEMANDS, AND THEIR REPRESENTATIVE, WOLFGANG 
SCHAARSCHMIDT, ON MARCH 4 RENEWED HIS OFFER TO NEGOTIATE ON THE 
BASIS OF AN 1 1 PERCENT WAGE INCREASE. THIS OFFER WAS AGAIN 
IMMEDIATELY REJECTED BY THE UNION. ALTHOUGH INFORMAL CONTACTS 
BETWEEN POLITICIANS AND REPRESENTATIVES OF THE DISPUTING 
PARTIES HAVE ALREADY TAKEN PLACE, JANTZEN WILL INTERVENE ONLY 
IF THERE IS SOME HOPE OF COMPROMISE WHICH FOR THE MOMENT THERE 
IS NOT.USENIK 
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